[image: image1.jpg]GEORGIA CREDIT UNION

L 1d




6705 Sugarloaf Parkway

Suite 200

Duluth, GA  30097

770-476-9625

Contact:
Kelly Garmon



Vice President – Communications & PR



678-542-3415



kellyg@gcua.org

NCUA Vice Chairman Hood Visits Georgia Credit Unions ________________________________________________________________________________
DULUTH, GA, (February 24, 2006)—NCUA Board member and Vice Chairman Rodney Hood visited Georgia earlier in the week to learn more about Georgia credit unions efforts to serve those of modest means.

Hood first stopped by Gwinnett Federal Credit Union, where more than 40 employees gathered to share information about the credit union’s outreach programs, which include service to the Bosnian population, financial training seminars, and CreditAble, a statewide loan guarantee program that enables the credit union to offer competitive financing to the disabled community for assistive technology.  According to Gwinnett Federal Credit Union President and CEO, Marshall Boutwell, “We are always bumping into opportunities to do the right thing.”

Hood next visited Georgia Credit Union Affiliates, where he learned about the Georgia-Polish People-to-People Partnership, a collaboration formed in 1995 to establish cooperation for the benefit of the Poland and Georgia credit union movements.  GCUA President & CEO, Mike Mercer also introduced Hood to the CU GROW campaign, an initiative that connects participating credit unions with financial literacy training resources and helps consumers fulfill their service needs through the GettingAhead Association. The GettingAhead Association, a key piece of the CU GROW campaign, represents a collaboration of trusted community partners, including participating Georgia credit unions that work together to help Georgians lower their cost of living. Hood also visited Georgia Central Credit Union whose mission is to enhance the success of its member credit unions.

Hood’s visit concluded at Georgia Federal Credit Union (GFCU), where staff presented information on the credit union’s extensive financial literacy training efforts, which include a speaker’s bureau, numerous volunteer programs and participation in the Partners in Education initiative.  In 2005, GFCU received national recognition for its outreach efforts by placing second in the Dora Maxwell Recognition program.  According to Kim Wall, Vice President of Marketing for GFCU, “Our primary focus is service to our members and the communities in which they live.  We were pleased to have the opportunity to share with NCUA the various ways our credit union demonstrated the credit union difference.”           


Hood, who was in Atlanta to attend a Neighborhood Reinvestment Cooperation event, noted that his visit with Georgia credit unions produced several innovative outreach models that have the potential of being replicated throughout the country.
Georgia Credit Union Affiliates is comprised of three state support organizations for credit unions - Cooperative Services, Inc., Georgia Central Credit Union and Georgia Credit Union League. Georgia Credit Union League is a trade association that provides advocacy, educational, operational, and marketing/promotional support for Georgia’s credit unions.  There are 192 credit unions in Georgia, with total assets of $12.2 billion, serving nearly 1.8 million members.     

