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Georgia’s GettingAhead Association Receives $50K NCUF Grant 
to Assist Consumers in Lowering their Cost of Living
________________________________________________________________________________
DULUTH, GA, (March 6, 2006)— NCUF recently announced that Georgia’s GettingAhead Association has been awarded a $50,000 grant to fuel the initiatives efforts to help Georgians lower their cost of living.
The GettingAhead Association is a collaborative effort between participating Georgia credit unions, nonprofit organizations and public agencies such as Cobb Microenterprise Center, Consumer Credit Counseling Service of Greater Atlanta, Georgia Credit Union Affiliates, and Georgia Department Labor.  The Association works to increase financial literacy and facilitate wise financial choices through an extensive online resource center.  Additionally, the initiative helps fulfill service needs by connecting Association members with trusted consumer service providers.    
Consumers can join the Association for an annual membership fee of $5.  Membership entitles participants to an electronic newsletter, access to the comprehensive online resource center and connects members to community partners, including participating credit unions.  The NCUF grant will be used to significantly expand the Association’s capacity to assist consumers in lowering their cost of living.  
According to GCUA President & CEO Mike Mercer, “Outreach is one area where credit unions have to go above and beyond the call of duty in the years ahead.  The GettingAhead Association is an innovative way for credit unions to produce undisputable evidence that credit unions are willing to help people.”

To date participating GettingAhead Association partner credit unions include CORE Credit Union, Delta Community Credit Union, Georgia Telco Credit Union, Gwinnett Federal Credit Union, MACO Educators Federal Credit Union, and MemberFirst Credit Union.  The Coca-Cola Family Employees Credit Union is also a charter Association partner.  Several additional Georgia credit unions partnerships are pending.      
Georgia Credit Union Affiliates is comprised of three state support organizations for credit unions - Cooperative Services, Inc., Georgia Central Credit Union and Georgia Credit Union League. Georgia Credit Union League is a trade association that provides advocacy, educational, operational, and marketing/promotional support for Georgia’s credit unions.  There are 192 credit unions in Georgia, with total assets of $12.2 billion, serving nearly 1.8 million members.     

