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georgia credit unions gather 

for annual meeting & convention in savannah
DULUTH, GA (May 25, 2005) – Those who attended the 71st Annual Meeting and Convention of Georgia Credit Union Affiliates now have a greater appreciation of why their members choose credit unions over banks – experience makes the difference.  More than 300 credit union executives and volunteers attended the Affiliates’ Annual Meeting & Convention May 19-21 in Savannah.  

“You’ll Like Us Better, Experience Makes the Difference” was the theme of this year’s conference, focusing on members’ choices of use credit unions based on their good experiences.   A video featuring nine Georgia credit union members speaking about their successful credit union relationships was shown.  In addition, attendees were also shown the 30-second TV commercial which was sponsored by Georgia credit unions in early 2005.  The theme of the television campaign is “Georgia Credit Unions:  You’ll Like Us Better.”  

The featured keynote speaker was Roxanne Emmerich, author of Extraordinary Credit Unions:  A Proven 7-Step How-to System to Unleash Breakthrough Success.  She also led an educational session as a follow-up to her keynote speech.  Other educational sessions focused on identity theft, ethics, lending, marketing and member service.
 
The annual CUPAC Fundraiser Dinner and Awards Ceremony were hosted during the Convention.  The following awards were presented:

Moses C. Davis Chapter Volunteers of the Year

· Darrell Dickerson – CMAR CU - Marietta
· L.T. Owen – The Wright CU – Toccoa
· Jerry Gill – Georgia Heritage FCU - Savannah

Moses C. Davis Chapter Professionals of the Year

· Warren Butler – Georgia FCU – Atlanta
· Phyllis Cochran – Richmond Community FCU – Augusta

· Polly Bell – MEA FCU - Columbus

Credit unions were also recognized for their contributions to CUPAC/CULAC and Children’s 
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Miracle Network.  In 2004, a record amount of $228,518 was raised for CMN.   CUPAC funds in 2004 totaled $148,682, which was another all-time high.
Lifetime Achievement Awards for outstanding service and advocacy of the credit union movement were presented to two of Georgia’s long-serving credit union executives – Jerry Gill, board member, Georgia Heritage FCU, and Mike Mercer, president & CEO, Georgia Credit Union Affiliates.  

Jerry Gill’s credit union career began in 1970, when he was a volunteer on Union Camp Federal Credit Union’s Credit Committee in Savannah.  He became a board member four years later and continues to serve on the board today.  Gill has served on most of the credit union’s committees, and has been very instrumental in pushing the credit union forward.  He has challenged its staff to offer new services and grow membership through education to members and potential members.  Today, the credit union is known as Georgia Heritage Federal Credit Union.  

Gill has also been very active in the Coastal Empire credit union chapter, attending nearly every chapter meeting and function.  He served as chapter president twice – from 1973 to 1976 and again from 1986 to 1987.  Gill was elected to the Georgia Credit Union League Board in 1978, serving 24 consecutive years.  He chaired the League’s Board of Directors in 1989 and 1990.  
Gill also worked as a consultant for the Affiliates, helping credit unions around the state.  Even though he’s officially “retired” now, he still volunteers for Georgia credit unions.  
At the national level, Gill has also been there for Georgia credit unions.  He was an avid supporter during HR 1151, attending grassroots rallies in Washington, D.C. as well as rallying support in Georgia.  He is a regular attendee at the Governmental Affairs Conference, and helps support candidates in their campaigns for office.  Gill also participates in joint trips to Poland to help build the credit union movement internationally.  
Mike Mercer has been with Georgia Credit Union Affiliates for 25 years.  He came to Georgia in 1980 as President of Georgia Central Credit Union, and was named to his present position as president & CEO in 1985. He is responsible for the state trade association and several other state-level credit union support organizations. 
Mercer is credited with saving Georgia Central Credit Union (GCCU) from liquidation and forming the Affiliates, consisting of the League, GCCU and Cooperative Services, Inc.  He was instrumental in taking CUSC into shared branching – as a result more than 1500 credit unions nationwide now participate in shared branching.

In addition to his responsibilities with the Georgia credit union movement, Mercer is actively engaged in regional and national cooperative efforts. He recently served as chairman of the National Cooperative Bank. He has served as a board member of U.S. Central Credit Union and as a member of CUNA Mutual Group’s Research and Advisory Committee. In 1998, Mercer was elected as chairman of the Association of Credit Union League Executives. Over the years, there have been numerous other board and committee appointments at state, regional and national credit union credit union support organizations.
Mercer also supports the credit union movement on the international front, particularly through his involvement with the Georgia-Poland Partnership. 
The following were elected to the League’s Board of Directors:

· Janet Davis, President/CEO, TIC FCU, Columbus.
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The following were re-elected to the League’s Board of Directors:

· Ruth Artis, President, B.O.N.D. Community FCU, Atlanta;
· Warren Butler, President/CEO, Georgia FCU, Duluth; and
· Phyllis Cochran, CEO, Richmond Community FCU, Gracewood.
The following individuals were re-appointed as officers of the Georgia Credit Union League Board of Directors for 2005-2006:

· Ed Collins, President/CEO, Lockheed GA EFCU in Marietta, Chair;

· Phyllis Cochran, CEO of Richmond Community FCU in Gracewood, 1st Vice Chair;

· Warren Butler, President/CEO, Georgia FCU, Duluth, Secretary; 

· Greg Connor, Executive VP, Associated CU, Treasurer; and 

· Ruth Artis, President, B.O.N.D. Community FCU, Atlanta, Secretary.
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Credit unions are financial cooperatives that provide affordable financial services to help their owner/members become financially successful.  Georgia Credit Union Affiliates is comprised of three state support organizations for credit unions- Cooperative Services, Inc., Georgia Central Credit Union and Georgia Credit Union League. Georgia Credit Union League is a trade association that provides advocacy, educational, operational, and marketing/promotional support for Georgia’s credit unions.  There are 195 credit unions in Georgia, with total assets of $12.2 billion, serving nearly 1.8 million members.

