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GEORGIA HERITAGE FEDERAL CREDIT UNION BOARD MEMBER 

HONORED FOR LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT
DULUTH, GA (May 25, 2005) – Jerry Gill, who is a long-time board member of Georgia Heritage Federal Credit Union, in Savannah, was honored for his lifetime achievement of helping and supporting Georgia credit unions at the 71st Annual Meeting and Convention of Georgia Credit Union Affiliates on May 20.

The Lifetime Achievement honor is bestowed by the board of directors of Georgia Credit Union League to individuals who have worked for or served as volunteers at Georgia credit unions and have dedicated themselves to improving the credit union movement and instilling the credit union philosophy of “People Helping People” upon its members.  Gill is the fourteenth person to be honored.
In addition, Gill was also named a 2005 Moses C. Davis “Volunteer of the Year”.
Moses C. Davis is widely recognized as the founding father of the Georgia credit union movement.  Introduced in 1985, the Moses C. Davis Award is a tribute to his tireless commitment to the credit union movement, and is presented to volunteers and professionals who personify the credit union’s philosophy - “People Helping People”.  Honorees are voted on by peers in their credit union district.
Jerry Gill’s credit union career began in 1970, when he was a volunteer on what was then known as Union Camp Federal Credit Union’s Credit Committee in Savannah.  He became a board member four years later and continues to serve on the board today.  
Gill has served on most of the credit union’s committees, and has been very instrumental in pushing the credit union forward.  He has challenged its staff to offer new services and grow membership through education to members and potential members.  Today, the credit union is known as Georgia Heritage Federal Credit Union, with assets of $64 million and 9,200 members.  

-more-

Gill has been very active in the Coastal Empire credit union chapter, attending nearly every chapter meeting and function.  He served as chapter president twice – from 1973 to 1976 and again from 1986 to 1987.  Gill was elected to the Georgia Credit Union League Board in 1978, serving 24 consecutive years.  He chaired the League’s Board of Directors in 1989 and 1990.  

Gill also worked as a consultant for the Affiliates, helping credit unions around the state.  Although he’s officially “retired” now, he still volunteers for Georgia credit unions.  

At the national level, Gill has also been there for Georgia credit unions.  He was an avid supporter of H.R. 1151 – the Credit Union Membership Access Act - in 1998, attending grassroots rallies in Washington, D.C. as well as rallying support in Georgia.  He is a regular attendee at the Governmental Affairs Conference, and helps support candidates in their campaigns for office.  
Gill also participates in joint trips to Poland to help build the credit union movement internationally, as part of the Georgia-Poland partnership.  
He has been married to his wife, Louise, for 52 years.  They have two children.
Georgia Credit Union Affiliates hosted its Annual Meeting and Convention May 19-21, in Savannah.  More than 300 credit union executives and volunteers from the state of Georgia attended.  
Georgia credit unions are cooperative non-profit financial institutions that help members and their families achieve their financial goals.  Credit unions’ service and operations are guided by four cooperative principles:   “Members, Not Just Customers,” “One Member, One Vote,” “Service Makes the Difference,” and “Profits Belong to the Members.”  
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Georgia Credit Union Affiliates is comprised of three state support organizations for credit unions- Cooperative Services, Inc., Georgia Central Credit Union and Georgia Credit Union League. Georgia Credit Union League is a trade association that provides advocacy, educational, operational, and marketing/promotional support for Georgia’s credit unions.  There are 195 credit unions in Georgia, with total assets of $12.2 billion, serving nearly 1.8 million members.
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