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Georgia credit unions support Children’s miracle network 

and National child ID program through “credit unions & kids”
(DULUTH, Georgia – November 16, 2004)  Children are special to Georgia credit unions, and as such, credit unions made the month of October special for them.  “Credit Unions & Kids”, a statewide credit union community involvement campaign, promoted two major children’s programs supported by credit unions in the U.S. through fundraising and special events.  The programs are Children’s Miracle Network (CMN) “Credit Unions for Kids” and the National Child Identification Program.

Throughout the month, special events to raise funds for CMN or to pass out Child ID kits took place at participating credit unions.  Through sales of candy bars, jewelry and CMN specialty items, casual dress days, pumpkin decorating contests, chili cook-offs, and even a NASCAR Loan Promotion – credit unions were successful in raising money that will be donated to their local CMN hospitals.   

More than 5,000 Child ID Kits were given to credit union members throughout October from participating credit unions.  They were distributed at local branches to members who had children or to youth who have share accounts.  One credit union even invited non-members to come in and receive their free Child ID kits.  

Many of the activities were tied in with celebrating International Credit Union Week, which was October 17-23.   

“Credit Unions & Kids is a way for our state’s credit unions’ ways to commemorate the ‘people helping people’ philosophy of credit unions”, said Cindy Connelly, Sr. VP Advocacy, 
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Georgia Credit Union Affiliates.  “CMN and the National Child Identification Program help children, their families and their communities, and we’re proud of how our credit unions are actively involved in supporting them both,” she added.

Georgia credit unions have been involved with CMN “Credit Unions for Kids” since 1998, raising more than $870,000, which is contributed directly to CMN-affiliated hospitals in their communities.  Participation with the National Child Identification Program began in 2004, through a partnership with the Credit Union National Association and the American Football Coaches Association.

-30-

Credit unions are financial cooperatives that provide affordable financial services to help their owner/members become financially successful.  Georgia Credit Union Affiliates is comprised of three state support organizations for credit unions- Cooperative Services, Inc., Georgia Central Credit Union and Georgia Credit Union League. Georgia Credit Union League is a trade association that provides advocacy, educational, operational, and marketing/promotional support for Georgia’s credit unions.  There are 210 credit unions in Georgia, with total assets of $11.8 billion serving 1.75 million members.  For more information, go to www.gcua.org.

Children’s Miracle Network “Credit Unions for Kids” is a collaboration of credit unions, chapters, leagues, and business partners engaged in fund raising activities to benefit 170 Children's Miracle Network affiliated children's hospitals serving 17 million kids.  There are six CMN-affiliated hospitals in Georgia.  For more information, go to www.cmn.org.

The National Child Identification Program is a community service initiative dedicated to reducing the number of missing children by providing parents and guardians with a tool they can use to help protect their children.  The I.D. Kit allows parents to collect specific information by easily recording the physical characteristics and fingerprints of their children on identification cards that are then kept at home by the parent or guardian.  If ever needed, the kit will give authorities vital information to assist their efforts to locate a missing child.  For more information, go to www.360id.com.

Photo Cutlines:

1. Employees of Atlanta Postal Credit Union with their winner following the credit union’s Pumpkin Decorating Contest.

2. Willie Bear, mascot of Georgia Telco Credit Union, in Atlanta, poses with young credit union members after giving each of them a Child ID Kit and a Halloween treat.

3. Judges from the Georgia Credit Union Center Chili-Off display their gifts of appreciation.  From left to right: Tim Bridges, CFO, Georgia Credit Union Affiliates, Diane Tigges, Division Manager/Administration, CUNA Mutual Southeastern Division; Chuck Marsh, CFO, Georgia Central Credit Union; and Bob Anders, E-Branch Manager, Georgia Federal Credit Union.

4. A credit union member poses in her new jacket she won through ECA FCU’s NASCAR Loan Promotion.  ECA FCU is located near Columbus.

