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georgia credit union officials gather 

at 2004 annual convention
(DULUTH, GA – May 18, 2004)  Georgia Credit Union Affiliates held its Annual Meeting & Convention May 6-8 in Savannah.  The convention had a record attendance of more than 300 credit union executives and volunteers.

“Defining the Difference, Making the Difference” was the theme of the conference, focusing on the uniqueness of credit unions and the four cooperative principles adopted by the League in 2002.  The cooperative principles have since been turned into a campaign for Georgia credit unions, and executives got a close-up look at the materials.  A video featuring several Georgia credit unions and their successful programs to provide products and services to their members was shown.  Featured keynote speakers included CUNA Chair Dick Ensweiler and Jeff Rendel, President of Rising Above Enterprises.  Congressman Max Burns (R-GA) also spoke to the group.

An Awards Ceremony was hosted during the Convention.  The following awards were presented:

Moses C. Davis Chapter Volunteers of the Year

· J.K. Adams, Board Chair – Rich’s Employees CU – Atlanta

· Judy Redd, Board Chair – CSRA FCU – Augusta

· Sammy Blankenship, Board Chair – Georgia Heritage FCU - Savannah

Moses C. Davis Chapter Professionals of the Year

· Ruth Artis, President/CEO – B.O.N.D. Community FCU – Atlanta

· Stacy Tallent, President/CEO – Health Center CU – Augusta

· Elaine Tuten, President/CEO – Fort Stewart Georgia FCU - Hinesville 

Dora Maxwell Social Responsibility Awards

$20-$50 Million Assets



· Augusta Metro FCU – 1st Place

· Atlanta City Employees CU – 2nd Place

· B.O.N.D. Community FCU – Honorable Mention

$50-$100 Million Assets

· CSRA FCU – 1st Place


$100 - $200 Million Assets

· TIC FCU – 1st Place


$200 - $500 Million Assets

· Georgia FCU


$500 Million + Assets

· Delta Employees CU – 1st Place

· Lockheed GA EFCU – 2nd Place

-more-

Chapter

· Augusta Area Credit Unions – 1st Place

Louise Herring Philosophy In Action Award


Greater than $100 Million Assets

· Delta Employees CU – 1st Place

Credit unions were also recognized for their contributions to CUPAC/CULAC and Children’s Miracle Network.  In 2003, a total of $218,920 was raised for CMN, an increase of more than $40,000 over the previous year.    

A Lifetime Achievement Award for outstanding service and advocacy of the credit union movement was presented to one of Georgia’s longest-serving credit union executives – Joe Williams.  

Williams recently retired as the President & CEO of Delta Employees Credit Union in Atlanta – a position he held for fifteen years.  During his tenure, he led the credit union in its growth from assets of $504 million and 66,500 members to current assets of $2.5 billion and 177,000 members.   

He served on numerous boards and committees, including Cooperative Services, Inc. (CSI).  He was Board Chair of CSI for three years, and was elected the first Chair of the Georgia Acceptance Corporation.  He also served as chair of Georgia Credit Union Affiliates.

Williams was an original supporter of Georgia’s shared service centers.  Delta Employees CU was the first Georgia credit union to participate in the CU24 Network, in 1992.  He was awarded the Moses C. Davis “Professional of the Year” in 2000.  

The following were elected, or re-elected to the League’s Board of Directors:

· Marshall Boutwell, President/CEO, Gwinnett FCU, Lawrenceville;

· Polly Bell, President/CEO, MEA FCU, Columbus.

· Ed Collins, President/CEO, Lockheed GA Employees FCU, Marietta;

· Todd Marksberry, Sr. VP, Delta Employees CU, Atlanta.

The following individuals were appointed as officers of the Georgia Credit Union League Board of Directors for 2002-2003:

· Ed Collins, President/CEO of Lockheed GA EFCU in Marietta, was elected as Chair;

· Phyllis Cochran, CEO of Richmond Community FCU in Gracewood, was elected as 1st Vice Chair;

· Warren Butler, President of Georgia FCU in Atlanta, was elected as 2nd Vice Chair; 

· Greg Connor, Executive Vice President of Associated CU in Atlanta, was elected as Treasurer; and

· Ruth Artis, President of B.O.N.D. Community FCU in Atlanta, was elected as Secretary.
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Credit unions are financial cooperatives that provide affordable financial services to help their owner/members become financially successful.  Georgia Credit Union Affiliates is comprised of three state support organizations for credit unions- Cooperative Services, Inc., Georgia Central Credit Union and Georgia Credit Union League. Georgia Credit Union League is a trade association that provides advocacy, educational, operational, and marketing/promotional support for Georgia’s credit unions.  There are 210 credit unions in Georgia, with total assets of $11.8 billion, serving 1.75 million members.

