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FOR IMMEDiate release                                                      

georgia and South Carolina credit union managers and volunteers gather for fall meetings 
DULUTH, GA (October 21, 2003) - More than 89 credit unions were represented at the 2003 Georgia-South Carolina Management and Volunteers’ Institutes October 9-11 at Hilton Head Island, South Carolina.  “Breaking New Waves” was the theme of the meetings.  Both speakers and topics focused on the opportunities for credit unions in facing challenges and identifying new markets in the future.

This year’s Institutes had the greatest number of attendees since the two state Leagues began partnering to host the annual fall meetings last year.  The institutes are held simultaneously for volunteers and managers; however, all attendees had the opportunity to meet together for keynote addresses and a special panel discussion on taxation issues.

Keynote speakers included Steve Abercrombie, president of Business Resources Services in Seattle, and Ed Callahan, former NCUA Board Chair and CEO of Patelco CU in San Francisco.  The taxation panelists were Scott Earl, president of the Utah League of Credit Unions, Patrick Jury, VP of the Iowa Credit Union League, and Pamela Leavitt, VP Governmental Affairs/Public Relations for the Credit Union Association of Oregon.  The panelists were introduced by Gary Kohn, VP Legislative Affairs and Senior Legislative Counsel for CUNA.  Kohn also spoke to attendees on the taxation issue and 

-more-

of CUNA’s involvement.

Managers participated in case study discussions on topics including improving the 

bottom line, community charters and growing credit union membership.

Mike Mercer is President and CEO of Georgia Credit Union Affiliates, and John Franklin is President of the South Carolina Credit Union League.
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Georgia Credit Union Affiliates is comprised of three state support organizations for credit unions- Cooperative Services, Inc., Georgia Central Credit Union and Georgia Credit Union League. Georgia Credit Union League is a trade association that provides advocacy, educational, operational, and marketing/promotional support for Georgia’s credit unions.  There are 211 credit unions in Georgia, with total assets of $10.8 billion, serving 1.7 million members.

